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PRAISE OF GOD 
ECCLESIASTICAL TEXTILES FROM THE AGE OF MARIA THERESIA 

 
The Ecclesiastical Treasury houses important holdings of 18th-
century liturgical vestments that cannot be on permanent display 
for conservation reasons. The majority of these precious textiles 
were donated by Emperor Charles VI (1685-1740), his wife 
Elisabeth Christine (1691-1750) and their daughter Maria Theresia 
(1717-1780). At the time it was customary to use costly French or 
Italian fabrics, lavishly embellished with embroidery, for such 
vestments. Imperial robes were also occasionally reworked into 
such robes. 
 
The exhibition offers insights into the wealth and exceptional 
quality of the Imperial Treasury’s holdings of precious vestments, 
which reflect the Pietas Austriaca, the deep piety of the House of 
Habsburg. 
 
We have also included a selection of contemporary ecclesiastical 
garments produced after designs by the artists Christof Cremer and 
Stephan Hann. They document the high standard liturgical 
vestments are still expected to meet today as they continue to form 
a seminal part of the celebration of Mass. 
 
In connection with the exhibition, we have also decided to confront 
three modern copes produced after designs by Christof Cremer with 



 
 

historical vestments in a display installed in the so-called 
Paramentengang (vestment corridor) in the Ecclesiastical Treasury. 
This is the first time that contemporary art is displayed in the 
Treasury since it was newly installed and reopened in the 1980s. 
 

FOR THE GLORY OF 
GOD 

 
 

 

The extensive holdings of the Ecclesiastical Treasury in Vienna are 
largely unknown to the general public; they comprise mainly 
vestments and liturgical textiles that were used to celebrate Mass or 
during religious festivities. Totalling around 1.700 artefacts, the 
collection includes both sets of vestments and individual textiles. 
Many of these precious garments were donated by members of the 
House of Habsburg who for centuries ruled the Holy Roman 
Empire. The pomp and circumstance associated with this high 
office is reflected in the costliness of these sumptuous textiles, the 
finest of which date from the Baroque, the apogee of Habsburg 
piety. Unlike mediaeval ecclesiastical textiles, baroque vestments 
generally feature not figurative but purely ornamental decorations. 
Precious secular silks adorned with a variety of designs frequently 
function as the base material, which is then elaborately embellished 
with appliqués, lace or gold-, silver- and silk embroidery to produce 
opulent textile works of art. 
 
The leading benefactress in the 18th century was Maria Theresia 
(1717-1780). She donated precious textiles for use in the imperial 
palace chapel and the chapels of the different imperial summer 
residences at Schönbrunn, Laxenburg and Hetzendorf, as well as 
in St. Augustine’s church in Vienna. The latter evolved into a major 
stage for Habsburg piety. Here newly-appointed bishops were 
invested. All these places were lavishly appointed with sumptuous 
ecclesiastical textiles.  
 
Contemporary sources clearly document the seminal role played by 
high-quality vestments during the Baroque. Many of these artefacts 
have been preserved in the Ecclesiastical Treasury because of their 
preciousness and the prominent benefactors who donated them. A 
selection is on show in this exhibition. 

 
 
  



 
 

 
 

CATALOUGE 

  
 

Katja Schmitz von Ledebur, Praise of God. Ecclesiastical Textiles 
from the Age of  
ed. Sabine Haag  
93 pages, in German 
price: € 14,95 
ISBN 978-3-99020-114-5 

 
 

PRIVATE GUIDED TOURS 
  

 

to book a private guided tour of the special exhibition or one of our 
collections, please contact our education dept. 
T +43 1 525 24 − 5202 / kunstvermittlung@khm.at 

 

PRIVATE PARTIES 
  

to book an exclusive evening visit to the temporary exhibition in the 
Kunsthistorisches Museum for a private (birthday) party, please contact 
our events department. 
T +43 1 525 24 − 4033 / www.khm.at/vermietung 

 
 

PRESS PHOTOGRAPHS 
  

to download press photographs for this exhibition go to our website 
press.khm.at   

 

 

 
 
 „Paperl“ (parrots) Vestments: cope 

donated by Elisabeth Christines (1691–1750), the wife of Emperor Charles VI  
produced in Vienna c. 1712/40 
h. 157 cm, w. 304 cm 
© KHM-Museumsverband  

   

 

 

„Paperl“ (parrots) Vestments: cope (detail) 
donated by Elisabeth Christine (1691–1750), the wife of Emperor Charles VI  
produced in Vienna c.1712/40 
h. 157 cm, w. 304 cm 
© KHM-Museumsverband  

   

mailto:kunstvermittlung@khm.at
http://www.khm.at/vermietung
http://press.khm.at/


 
 

 

 
 
 

„Paperl“ (parrots) Vestments: chasuble 
donated by Elisabeth Christine (1691–1750), the wife of Emperor Charles VI  
produced in Vienna c.1712/40 
h. 157 cm, w. 304 cm 
© KHM-Museumsverband  

   

 

 
 
 

Black Ladies-Vestments: chasuble 
donated by Maria Theresia (1717–1780) 
produced in Vienna, 1776 
h. 106 cm, w. 72 cm 
© KHM-Museumsverband  

   

 

 
 
 

„Black Ladies“ Vestments: chasuble (detail) 
donated by Maria Theresias (1717–1780) 
produced in Vienna, 1776 
h. 106 cm, w. 72 cm 
© KHM-Museumsverband  

   

 

 
 
 

„Coat-Dress“ Vestments: chasuble 
donated by Maria Theresia (1717–1780) 
produced in Vienna, 2nd half of the 18th century  
h. 106 cm, w. 75 cm 
© KHM-Museumsverband  

   



 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
„Blue Vestments“: chasuble 
donated by Maria Theresia (1717–1780) 
produced in Vienna, 1778 
h. 106 cm, w. 73 cm 
© KHM-Museumsverband  

   

 

 
 
 

 
„Blue Vestments“: chasuble (detail) 
donated by Maria Theresia (1717–1780) 
produced in Vienna, 1778 
h. 106 cm, w. 73 cm 
© KHM-Museumsverband  
 

   

 

 
 
  

 
Mitra 
donated by Emperor Charles VI (1685–1740) 
produced in Vienna (?), 1712/40 
h. 77 cm, w. 30 cm 
© KHM-Museumsverband  
 

   

 

 

Black chasuble 
design: Christof Cremer (*1969) 
produced in Germany, 2014 
h. 135 cm, w. 155 cm 
Priest Hans Stieler, Cologne 
© Paramentenhaus Wefers, Cologne 

   

 

 Black chasuble 
design: Christof Cremer (*1969) 
produced in Germany, 2014 
h. 135 cm, w. 155 cm 
Priest Hans Stieler, Köln 
© Julia Oppermann 

   



 
 

   
 

 
 
OPENING HOURS AND  
ENTRANCE FEES 

    

Imperial Treasury Vienna   
Hofburg Palace, Swiss Court 
1010 Vienna 
www.kaiserliche-schatzkammer.at  
 
open daily except Tuesdays  9 a.m. – 5.30 p.m. 

 
 

adults     € 12,- 
Vienna Card holders   € 11,- 
concessions     €   9,- 
groups of 10 or over    €    9,- 
children under 19      free   
NEW: Annual Ticket under 25   € 19,- 
Annual Ticket     €  34,- 

  
 

To book online tickets go to 
https://shop.khm.at/de/tickets/  

 
 
 
 
PRESS OFFICE 

  
 

Nina Auinger-Sutterlüty, MAS 
head of Press and PR 
KHM-Museumsverband 
Wissenschaftliche Anstalt öffentlichen Rechts 
1010 Vienna, Burgring 5 
T +43 1 525 24 - 4021 
F +43 1 525 24 - 4098 
nina.auinger@khm.at  
www.khm.at  

http://www.kaiserliche-schatzkammer.at/
https://shop.khm.at/de/tickets/
mailto:nina.auinger@khm.at
http://www.khm.at/

